Text Formatter

Text Formatter - Manual

Text Formatter is a software program for formatting chord/lyrics text files to suit smaller displays,
e.g. displays at keyboards.

The background for creating this software program was that some of these chord/lyrics text files
were formatted in text processors (e.g. MS Word) using proportional font.

This formatting will result in alignment problems between chord symbols and the corresponding
text when the files were save in pure text format as shown at the following illustrations.
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A chord/lyrics text file using a proportional font. Created and shown in MS Word.

If this file is saved in pure text format (.txt) and opened in Note Pad — or copied and pasted into
Note Pad it will look like this:

EJ Chattanooga_Choo_ChooZ2.txt - Notesblok - |E||1|
Filer Rediger Formater Hislp

-
Chattanooga Choo Choo
words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry warren Recorded by Glenn miller, 1941
5 Z G
Par - daon me, by, is that the chattanooga choo choo?

AT D7 G C =]
Track twen - ty - nine - Boy, you can give me a shine.
C G
I can af - ford to board a chattanooga choo choo —-
AT D7 G C G GF

I've got my fare and just a trifle to spare.

-
4 | H oz

As you may notice the alignment of chords and lyrics is vanished. And it will be a very tedious
work to align these again — and to break the lines into shorter lines for a small display.

Using Text Formatter will reduce the time consumption converting the text files.
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Introduction

Text Formatter

Basically Text Formatter looks like — and can be used like — any other text processor. But besides
this it has some effective editing features designed especially for editing chord/lyrics text files.

RETY

File Edit Font Help
Bl
-]

Chord."TaxtstanatLineIE_ Mavimum Ling Length |33 Clear I Reload | linde | LnUEl ngnl ﬂaxtthnrdﬂeutl

Mumber of tied Lines 3 Keep/Add blank Lines [~

I— Farmat Head I Farmat Selection | <1 < Back | Fwd > I 1>
Chord line is no, |1_ of tied Lines
Text [z = mm, |2_ aff =l iz Farmat &l | Start from Top | Start Line over | Exit |

In the Menu line:
e File Menu for opening and saving files
e Edit Menu for copying, cutting, pasting and selecting all text
e Font Menu for selecting font type, size and appearance

e Help Menu for getting help etc.

In the middle: The text area.

In the bottom:

Chord/Text start at Line |5_
Murnber of tied Lines |3_

Maximum Line Length lf
Keepdtdd blank Lines [~

Chord line is no. |1_ of tied Lines
Text line iz no. |2_ of tied Lines

LClear | Beload | Undo |

Ln Ugl LnDn | Mext Chord/T ext |

Farmat Head | Farmat Selection |

Farmat Al |

<_1| <ﬁack| el |L|

Start from Top | Start Line over | Esit |

Settings Formatting | Text Processing Chord/Text Mover Misc.
Text files have | Maximum Clear: Clears text area. | Ln Up: Cursor one line up Shows
a header anda | text line Reload: Reloads the Ln Dn: Cursor one line down cursor
number of length is file (not when pasted). | Next Chord/Text: Selects next chord posi-
chord/text/ defined —and | Undo: One step back. | or text block tion
(blank line) optionally Format Head: Formats | < 1. Moves block one step backwards
text groups. interleaved the head section. < Back: Moves block backwards and Exits
The settings blank lines. Format Selection: aligns the block the
will be ex- Formats selected text. | Fwd >: Moves block forwards and pro-
plained in the Format All: Formats aligns the block gram
examples the entire text. 1 >: Moves block one step forwards
below. Start from Top: Restarts the selection

Start Line over: Start from the left side
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Text Formatter

Example 1:

JST=TE

File Edit Font Help

-
Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words £ Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941
G C G
Par - don e, bov, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?
b o7 ) [ <}
Track twen - tvy - hine - Bovy, wou can give me a shine.
[ )
I can af - ford to hoard a Chattanooga choo choo ——
LY o7 ) C G G7
I've got my fare and just a trifle to spare.
C 37 [ G7
Fou leswve the Pennsylvania Station 'bout a guarter to four,
[ 37 C 37

Read a mwagazine and then you're in Baltimore; —

F o7 [ a7 o7
Dinner in the diner, nothing could be finer Than to have your ham an' eggs in Carolina.

[ 37 [ Loar) [ 7
When you hear the whistle blowin' eight to the bar, Then you know that Tennessee is not wvery far.

F C b D7 G7 D7 C

Shovel all the coal in, gotta keep it rollin' -- Woo, woo, Chattanooga there you are. LI
Chord/Text start at Line I aximurn Line Length |33 Clear | Beload | Undo | L UEl LnDn | Mest Chord/Test |
Mumber of tied Lines KeepAtdd blank Lines [
Format Head | Format Selection | <_'I| ﬂl ﬂl LI
Chord line is no. of tied Lines
Ttz e e, otz L Farmat Al | Start from Top | Start Line over | Exit |

About the settings

In this file the “Chord/Text start at Line” is 5 as the group of text/chord lines start at line 5.
“Number of tied Lines” is 3 as each group have 3 lines: Chord — Lyrics — Blank line
“Chord line is no.” is 1 as the chord line is the first line of the tied lines in the group.
“Text line is no.” is 2 as the text line is the second line of the tied lines in the group.

The function of the program relies on this format of text.
In Example 2 we will show how to handle the situation if the format is not the same throughout the
file.

Notice that you might not see all text in very long lines as word wrapping is disabled. The text area
can be as wide as the computer screen by drawing the right border of the program window — or by
maximizing the program.

Adjusting chord alignment
Click the “Next Chord/Text” button which will move the cursor to the first chord.

=il

File Edit Font Help

| v

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

E c G
Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

A7 o7 G [ e
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.
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Text Formatter

If required, move Chord to next syllable by clicking the “Fwd > button - or in small steps by
clicking the “1 >” button.

Now click the “Next Chord/Text” button again to select the next chord.

il

File Edit Font Help

|v

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

G B G
Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

a7 o7 G C G
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.

This C chord has to be aligned with the first “choo”. Now click the “< Back” button repeatedly.

While the selected chord is at a position outside the length of the corresponding line below, this will
move the chord one position for each click.

While the selected chord is at a position smaller than the length of the corresponding line below,
this will move the chord to the beginning of the next word/syllable to the left for each click.

If you move the chord too much to the left; click the “Undo” button. Ore use one of the right
moving buttons.

Now it should look like this:

-i0lx

File Edit Font Help

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

G ] G
Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

A7 o7 G [ e
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.

Now click the “Next Chord/Text” button again to select the next chord.
This G chord has to be aligned with the second “choo”.

Now click the “< Back” button repeatedly until this is done.

—ioix

File Edit Font Help

|v

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

G o 5]
Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

A7 o7 G [ e
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.

Now click the “Next Chord/Text” button again to select the next chord.
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Text Formatter

il

File Edit Font Help

|v

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

G C G
Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

7] L7 G C G
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.

Notice that the cursor automatically jumps 3 lines down (= “Number of tied Lines”) and highlights
the first chord in this line.

Continue with the remaining chords.

The “< 1”” button moves the chords one step backwards.

Formatting the file
When the chords all have been moved the file should look like this (only the first 4 lines shown):

o Text Formatter o =]
File Edit Font Help
=l

Chattanooga Choo Choo

Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941

G C G

Par - don e, boy, iz that the Chattanooga choo choo?

A7 7 G C G
Track twen - Ly - nine - Boy, you can give we a shine.
[ e
I can af - ford to bhoard a Chattanooga choo choo —-
A7 o7 ) C 357
I've got my fare and just a trifle to spare.
|

As the format is stable (chord — text — blank) — (chord — text — blank) from line 5 throughout the file
the “Format All” method can be used to format the file.

First check that the “Maximum line Length” and “Keep/Add blank Lines” settings are correct.

Now click the “Format All” button.
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Text Formatter

o3 Text Formatter

File Edit Fonmt Help

o3 Text Formatter

File Edit Font Help

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry

Warren Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941
G
Par - don me , hoy, is
c [e)

that the Chattanooga choo choo?

a7 o7
Track twen - £ty — nine -

e C e

Boy, wou can give me a shine.

I can af - fard to hoard a
C G

Chattanoogsa choo choo --
L7 D7

I'wve got my fare
G [ G G7
and just & trifle to sSpare.

Chord/Test start at Line |5_
MHumber of tied Lines |3_

Clear | ||

_ _ -
M axirum Line Length
Keep/édd blank Lines

Chattanooga Choo Choo
Words & Music by Mack Gordon & Harry Warren

Recorded by Glenn Miller, 1941
G
Par - don me, bovy, is that the
C G

Chattanooga choo choo?

L7 D7
Track twen - £ty - nine -

G C G

Eoy, you can give me a shine.

I can af - ford to hoard a

[ G
Chattanooga choo choo —-

A7? D7

I'wve got my fare and just

e C G 57
a trifle to spare.

Chord/Text start at Line |5
Murnber of tied Lines |3_

Clear | [ ]

. _ -
Mazinium Line Lenath
K.eepsidd blank Lines

Format Head Format Head
Chord line iz no. |-|_ of tied Lines Chord line is no. |-|_ of tied Lines
Text ling is no. |2_ of tied Lines Text ling is no. |2_ of tied Lines
Maximum line Length = 38 Maximum line Length = 45
Keep/Add blank Lines = unchecked Keep/Add blank Lines = checked
Now do any additional manual editing.
Now save the file! (Menu File -> Save File)
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Text Formatter

' Text Formatter o =] 3]
File Edit Font Help
-
Always ES R1 T110
Words £ Music by Irving Berlin, 1925 Recorded by Frank Sinstra, 1943 Prewviously recorded by Josephine Baker, 1926
Intro Verse:
[ G? DH? G? C G7
Ev'rything went wrong, and the whole day long, ind I feel =0 blue.
C G7 M7 G7 C c7
For the longest while, I'd forgot to swmile, Then I met Fou.
EN c7 B7 EM B7 G7
Now that my blue days have passed, Now that I'wve found you at last.
Melody:
C G7 C
I'll kbe loving you always, with & love that's true always.
C 7 E7 B E7 b
When the things you planned need & helping hand, I will understand always, always.
C c7 E7 Eh a7 on
Days may not he fair always: That'zs when I'll be there always.
F N7 EN G7 G7
Not for just an hour, not for just a day, Not for just s year, but always.
Interlude Verse:
C G7? D7 G7?
Dreams will all come true growing old with you, And time will fly. LI

L
Chord/Text start at Llne. b aximum Line Length |33 Clear | Reload I Undo | L UEl LnDn | Mest Chord/Test |

Farmat Al | Start from Top | Start Line over |

Text line is no. of tied Lines

Ext |

Mumber of tied Lines KeepAtdd blank Lines [
Format Head Format Selection <1 < Back Ewd > 1>
Chord line is no. @ offied Lines — | — | —I __I __I —I

In this file notice that there are some interleaved lines:
e Line5: Intro Verse

e Line 15: Melody

e Line 28: Interlude Verse

This means that the format is NOT stable throughout the file.

The (chord — text — blank) — (chord — text — blank) sequence is broken in line 15 and 28.

About the settings

We treat line 5 as a part of the Header.
Therefore the “Chord/Text start at Line” is 6

“Number of tied Lines” is 3 as each group have 3 lines: Chord — Lyrics — Blank line

“Chord line is no.” is 1 as the chord line is the first line in the group.
“Text line is no.” is 2 as the text line is the second line in the group.

Adjusting chord alignment
Basically the same method as described in Example 1.

Click the “Next Chord/Text” button to move the cursor to the chords.

Use the “< 1” button, the “< Back” button, the “Fwd > button, and the “1 > button until the

chords are aligned correctly.
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Text Formatter

When line 15 is reached the screen will look like this:

S1=TE

File Edit Font Help

| v

Always ES R1 T110
Words & Music by Irving Berlin, 1925 Recorded by Frank Sinstra, 1943 Prewviously recorded by Josephine Baker, 1926

Intro Verse:

C G7 DM? G7 C G?
Ev'rything went wrong, and the whole day long, ind I feel =0 blue.

[ G? DH? G? [ c7
For the longest while, I'd forgot to swmile, Then I met Fou.

EN c7 E7 EN E7 37
Now that my blue days have passed, Now that I'wve found you at last.

G7 C
I'll ke loving you always, with & love that's trus always.

Now click the “Line Dn” button to move the cursor one line downwards.

Continue following the same procedure until line 28 is reached.
Then click the “Line Dn” button to move the cursor to line 29.

The “Line Up” button can be used to move the cursor upwards.

When moving chords, do not move the cursor manually as this will disturb the internal line
counting method. Always use the “Line Up” and “Line Dn” buttons.

Formatting the file

As the format is NOT stable throughout the file the “Format All” button can not be used to format
the file.

First click “Format Header” — and the header will be formatted like this:

ol
File Edit Font Help
-
Always I
ES R1
T110

Words & Music by Irving Berlin, 1925
Fecorded by Frank Sinatra, 1943
Previously recorded by Josephine
Eaker, 19Za

Intro Verse:

[ 37 oHY 37 [ 37
Ev'rything went wrong, and the whole day long, ind I feel =0 blue.
C G7 oH? G7 C c7 b
For the longest while, I'd forgot to swmile, Then I met Fou.
EM c? E7 EM E7 G7
Now that my blue days have passed, Now that I'wve found you at last.
Melody:
C G7 C
I'll kbe loving you always, with & love that's true always.

Now select from the line below “Intro Verse” to —and including — the line above “Melody” as
shown in this image:
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Text Formatter

S1=TE

File Edit Font Help

| v

Always
ES R1
T110
Words & Music by Irving Berlin, 1925
Recorded by Frank Sinatra, 1943
Previously recorded by Josephine
Baker, 1926

Intro Verse:

v!rything went wrong, and the whole

TOU.

For the longest while,

E7
found wyou at last.

<7 E7

Now that my blue days hawve p

G7 C
e loving you =slways, with a love that's true always.

Click the “Format Selection” button; and the text will turn into this:

S1=1E

File Edit Font Help

-
Always
ES R1
T110
Words & Music by Irving Berlin, 1925
Recorded by Frank Sinatra, 1943
Previously recorded by Josephine
Baker, 1926
Intro Verse:
C G7
Ev'rything went wrong, and the —
nH7v 37
whole day long, And I feel s0
C 37
hlue.
C 7
For the longest while, I'd
M7
forgot to sSmile, Then I
37 C c7
et FOU.
EN Lo
Now that my blue days have
E7 EM
passed, MNow that I'we found you at
E7 37
last.
Melody: LI

Chord/Text start at Line Ig_ b aximum Line Length lﬁ Clear | Reload | Undo | LnUp | LnDn | Mest Chord/Test I
Mumber of tied Lines k] KeepAtdd blank Lines [
I_ Format Head | Farmat Selection | <1 | < Back | Fwd » | 1z |

Chord line is no. |-|_ of tied Lines

Format & | Start from Top | Start Line over | E it |

Text line is no. |2_ of tied Lines

Continue with the same procedure in the remaining sections.
Now do any additional manual editing.

Now save the file! (Menu File -> Save File)
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Text Formatter

Tips and Tricks

It is a good idea to shorten the text lines - if necessary - before moving the chords; otherwise this
has to be done twice!

When moving chords remember the two buttons:
o Start from Top: Restarts the selection
e Start Line over: Start from the left side

Notice that when reaching the last chord clicking the “Next Chord/Text” button will move the cursor to
the first chord.
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